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EDITORIALS 


An Astounding 
Accusation 


Elsewhere in the church press, Dr. Dunbar H. 
Ogden, Chairman of the Assembly’s Permanent 
Committee on Co-operation and Union and mem- 
ber of the Drafting Committee of the proposed 
plan for the merging of the Northern and Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Churches, has published an 
article entitled, ‘“‘Facts Relative To Reunion— 
Attention: Ruling Elders!” 


In this article by Dr. Ogden, he has made the 
astounding accusation that those who oppose such 
a merger are attempting “‘to create a bloc which 
may easily cause division in our ranks whether or 
not the union is consummated.”’ We, freely concede 
that such a “division”? may occur—but who is caus- 
ing it?—those who earnestly desire the continu- 
ance of a respected and God-blessed testimony for 
this branch of the Christian Faith, or those from 
within or without who elect to merge that testi- 
mony, not only with another and separate branch 
of the Christian Faith, but with a branch that is 
now on record that it desires to effect further 
mergers with any and all branches of that faith, 
irrespective of far-reaching and vital differences 
between such branches. Is the “burden of proof” 
resting upon the loyal members of a church to 
justify their desires for the normal and happy 
continuation of that church or upon that segment 
of the membership which seeks the liquidation of 
our Church by merging it into some new and un- 


tried organization? Are the loyal members of a 


church to be publicly criticised (a) because they 
desire to remain loyal, or (b) because they pre- 
sent an organized effort for the preservation of 
their church? 


What does Dr. Ogden mean by accusing those 
who oppose the liquidation of the Southern Pres- 





byterian Church of using “bloc” methods when 
they present an organized protest to this radical 
proposition? Is this more of the “confused 
thinking” of this eminent Divine who so recently 
published his article to the effect that the notorious 
“Auburn Affirmation” (which declares “un- 
essential” the basic concepts of Protestant Chris- 
tianity) doesn’t matter any longer? 


Since when has organized opposition to mass 
liquidation become a culpable “bloc” activity? 
The U.S.A. (Northern) Church is four times as 
large as the U. S. (Southern) Church! This is not 
a proposed “Union,” not even a proposed 
“Merger.” This proposed plan is nothing short of 
“Absorption.” This, of course, means the liquida- 
tion of our Southern Presbyterian Church. We feel 
that a church which for eighty years has served 
the people of the South in friendly and helpful 
co-operation with other Christian bodies, that has 
a Confession of Faith to which all its members can 
subscribe, with a record of missionary achievement 
probably not surpassed by any other church, has 
demonstrated its right to continue its life and 
work as a denomination. And, yet those who or- 
ganized to oppose such an Abserption thereby be- 
come a divisive “‘Blec,”” according to Dr. Dunbar 
H. Ogden, the Chairman of the Assembly’s Per- 
manent Committee on Co-operation and Union. 


“Smear Campaigns,” where great spiritual issues 
are at stake, are no credit to our Christian pro- 
fessions! Those who desire this one-sided plan for 
Absorption have a perfect right to organize and 
present their views to the church and its courts. 
Certainly they have taken full advantage of this 
right! In like manner, those opposing this liquida- 
tion of the Southern Church (and, remember, 
Elders!, the merger proposed by these gentlemen 
takes with it Southern Presbyterian Church prop 
erty—both “real” and “personal,” whether the 
local church which built or maintains that prop 
erty approves the proposed “union” or not), have 
the game end equal right to organize and present 
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their views to the church and its courts. If this is 
q just and inalienable right, wherein lies the wis- 
dom, not to mention the Christian propriety, of 
starting a name-calling contest such as “Divisive 
Blocs” and the like. It is interesting to note that 
those who are active in pushing this plan of union 
are constantly pleading for tolerance, but they are 
most vehement and intolerant in their attitudes 
and utterances toward those who oppose the plan. 
Another member of this committee, speaking on 
the floor of the last General Assembly, indited as 
obstructionists all who are unwilling for the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church to be destroyed and 
said they reminded him of that passage in the 
Scriptures where it is said: “They went out from 
us but they were not of us.” Another writer in 
the editorial columns of The Presbyterian Outlook, 
speaking of the statement that had been made by 
an honored elder in our Church (W. E. Price, of 
Charlotte, North Carolina), to the effect that the 
agitation for church union was causing our Church 
to lose thousands of dollars in gifts, according to 
one of the treasurers of Assembly’s Causes, said 
that his attitude toward such was expressed years 
ago by an enraged Apostle who said: “Let their 
money perish with them.” Are these expressions— 
“They went out from us but were not of us,” “Let 
their money perish with them,” “Divisive Bloc” — 
the expressions of those who would practice 
tolerance toward their brethren in the church? Or, 
is tolerance something that should be practiced 
only with reference to the “breaking down of all 
‘creedal’ and ‘racial’ barriers’? 


Let us not blur the greater issues of both fact 
and principle by this sordid “smear campaign” 
procedure! The continuing testimony of a great 
church is involved. —H.B.D. 





What Is This Thou Hast Done? 
(Genesis 3:13) 


Three of the hardest words for an individual to 
say are, “I have sinned.” Three of the hardest 
words for a group of people, small or large, to 
say are, “We have sinned.” But these are very 
necessary words to say, both for individuals and 
for groups. 


As we saw in our last question, “Where art 
thou,” God is not asking this question for infor- 
mation. He knew only too well what Adam and 
Eve had done. 


Suppose our first parents had said, “We have 
sinned”! But instead they tried to evade the issue 
and make all sorts of excuses, and we have been 
following their example ever since. 


A preacher near us was visited by a drunk man 
who had often come to him for help, and he asked 
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the preacher to pray for him. Somewhat exasperat- 
ed, the minister prayed thus, “O God have mercy 
on this drunk fool.” The drunk man interrupted 
him by saying, “Don’t tell Him I’m drunk, say I’m 
sick.” Are we not trying to evade the issue today, 
both personally, and nationally? 


There were big head-lines in one of our best 
known newspapers recently, “Prepare Or Perish,” 
giving the sentiment of one of our army men. 
There is one word wrong in that headline. It ought 
to read, “Repent (Confess) Or Perish. We are con- 
vinced that the basis for World Order, or World 
Peace, is Confession of sin. Yet where do we find 
any such confession? We are too proud, or too 
self-righteous, or too ignorant of our sinful con- 
dition, to confess. We, like Adam and Eve, are 
trying to blame everybody else in the world for 
our sins, 


Why does a man like David have to be visited 
by the prophet who points his finger at him and 
says, ““‘Thou art the man,” before he will say, “I 
have sinned’! Why do nations have to be chas- 
tened and brought to the verge of ruin before they 
will say, “We have sinned”? Oh that America 
might say these three words from broken and con- 
trite hearts Before we suffer any more! 


Sin Must be confessed. If we confess, God will 
forgive—that is with the right sort of faith in His 
Provision, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the 
sin of the world. 


Let us never be ashamed, or slow, to confess 
SIN—our sinful Nature, Original Sin, if you 
please, our sinful deeds and words and thoughts, 
our sins of Omission. God is not through asking 
this searching question. 


When we Christians, and we Americans, are 
ready to say, “We have sinned,” then God is ready 
to send a Great and Glorious Revival upon us. 
He that covereth his sins—refuses to confess— 
will not prosper, but he that confesses and for- 
sakes, will find mercy. And we must have His 
mercy or we perish in our sins. 


This is not a question for a few great sinners. 
“All have sinned,” and ALL must Confess. How 
have you and I answered this question? Is every- 
thing all right between us and our God? 


—. K. i 





Can They SeeP 


A man is not educated into the Kingdom of God. 
He is either born into it or he will never see that 
Kingdom. Christ said emphatically “ye must be 
born again” and yet this great imperative is 
ignored, if not denied, in many quarters today. 
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It has been truthfully said that if a man is 
born twice he can only die once but if he has had 
only a physical birth he faces two deaths. 


There should be no more difficulty in telling 
a born-again Christian from a man of the world 
than in telling a living from a dead person. There 
is a peculiar disease in which, due to suspended 
animation, there is difficulty in telling whether 
the individual is living or dead. 


It is a tragic fact that many Christians have a 
spiritual counterpart to this disease and no one 
can tell whether the one affected is saved or not. 


One cause of this situation is that too often the 
Christian is never brought to realize that as a 
born-again individual he, or she, should show con- 
clusively by their lives that they are new creatures 
in Christ. 


The minister, the Church officer, and the Chris- 
tian in the pew have a grave responsibility so to 
conduct themselves that an unsaved person, coming 
in contact with them in the daily walk of life, 
will know he is in the presence of one who has 
been born again. 


When jokes about the indolence of some work- 
ers in the W.P.A. were rife, the story was told of 
one worker who died on the job and when the 
ambulance came to take his body away they had 
to turn over two-hundred men before they found 
the one really dead. The situation in the Church 
is possibly not as extreme as this but in every 
day life how many can be identified as Christians 
by the way they live—or do not live? 


The unsaved man is walking on the broad way 
which leads to eternal: damnation. The born-again 
man is walking on the narrow way which leads 
to life eternal. 


In our every-day contacts with our fellowmen 
can they see that we are born again?—L.N.B. 





Evil And Harm 


It is always God’s will that we should be kept 
from evil. He may permit harm to come to us, or 
those we love. 


This distinction is not always clearly grasped 
and as a result our thinking may be confused. 
Evil destroys the soul. Harm primarily affects 
the body, or conditions of life. 


A soldier may be killed in battle—harm has 
come to his body, but this has no reference to his 
soul’s eternal welfare. On the other hand, a man 
may live a life of physical comfort and ease but, 
because of an evil and unrepentant heart, his soul 
is lost. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





Feb. 1, 1946 





So, the great problem of man, is not physical 
comfort or safety, as desirable as these may seem, 
Our problem is the problem of sin in our hearts, 
the wages of which is death. In Christ and His 
atonement lies the one way of liberty. 


Christ prayed for his disciples, not that they 
should be taken out of the world, but that they 
might be kept from the evil of the world. 


In His divine wisdom, every disciple who heard 
that prayer that night, probably died the death 
of a martyr. The message and concern of the 
Church should still be to prepare men for eternity, 
We may not care for the phrase but it is still a 
fact that the Christian is a pilgrim, a citizen of 
a country so glorious that no eye has ever seen, 
no ear ever heard, and no heart ever been capable 
of imagining its wonders. 


Evil separates from God. Harm may prove but 
the entry into His glorious presence. —L.N.B. 





A Personal Or An 
Impersonal God 


Elsewhere in this number we are reproducing 
an article on the Five Points of Calvinism by Rev. 
Professor Frederick Bronkema, Ph.D., Th.D. Head 
of the Systematic Theology Department of the 
University of Dubuque, Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Dr. Bronkema has the unique distinction of 
having earned graduate theological degrees from 
Princeton, Harvard and Yale. As an instructor in 
theology at Princeton he came into close touch 
with current European theology by association 
with the several Continental theologians who were 
his colleagues in that Faculty. His Crisis Chris- 
tology Quarterly has the endorsement of the Trini- 
tarian Theological Society in Canada and the Scot- 
tish Church Theology Society. 


The article reproduced is an address delivered 
before the Canadian organization. This address 
defends the historic five points formulated at 
Dort, and it does so by presenting them in the 
light of the most current theological thought. Dr. 
Bronkema shows that these are affirmations of 
faith resting on Divine revelation brought home 
to our hearts by the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit—not propositions that human, unbelieving 
reason can perfectly integrate. He presents God 
as removed from those limitations, of time in 
which we find ourselves and represents Him as 
the One to whom our past, present and future 
are ever present. He properly indicates that the 
perseverance of the saints can be better ex 
pressed as the keeping power of God. 
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We are particularly impressed by his point that 
God deals personally with those whom He saves 
and calls with a holy, a personal call. Augustinian- 
ism sees God, as the infinite Person in whom we 
live and move and have our being, the author of 
our being, the light of our understanding, and the 
source of all goodness. On the other hand Pelagian- 
ism is the child of legalism and the mother of 
Deism. It has an absentee God. For it, the sinner 
is only touched outwardly by external law, by the 
exhortation of a man, by the social influence of 
a group, or by past examples. 


It is Augustinianism that can say with the 
Apostle: He loved me, and gave Himself up for 
me. God looks upon a race dead in trespasses and 
sins, and of His sovereign grace speaks life to 
whom He personally will. He sheds abroad His love 
into our unworthy hearts by the Holy Spirit. Sal- 
vation begins for each of us by this personal call 
of God “according to His purpose.” These par- 
ticular sinners He personally sets His love upon, 
that is, He foreknows. For the Lord knoweth those 
that are His. And these same ones He predestines 
to be conformed to the image of His Son, these 
He personally calls into His personal fellowship, 
these He justifies, these He glorifies. 


Our Lord told His disciples to rejoice that their 
very names were written in heaven, the Apostle 
Paul said that Clement and the rest of his fellow- 
workers had their names in the book of life. John 
tells us of a great host which no man can num- 
ber, each one of whom has his name written from 
the foundation of the world in the Lamb’s book 
of life. These statements certainly indicate the 
confessional truth of a definite number of the 
elect. But more than that it shows that in His 
grace God deals personally with each one. He 
saves. Predestination means His personal, active, 
effective will graciously setting His love upon and 
saving not a class, not a condition, but individual 
sinners. Throughout the Scriptures, the living God 
is the God of Abraham, the fear of Isaac, the Holy 
One of Israel, the Shepherd of David, the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He calleth His 
own sheep by name and they hear His voice and 
follow Him. 


Reject this Augustinianism and you are left 
with an impersonal system in which God deistically 
decides to save those who meet certain conditions, 
or in which He abstractly gives sufficient grace 
so that if anyone cooperates that one will be 
saved. In this last the sole personal part of the 
transaction is the part of man. In the middle ages 
the result was to put more and more emphasis 
upon the human personal act and less and iess 
upon the Divine impersona] procedure. Man and 
the power of his will, the merit of worthiness or 
the merit of congruity were thrown to the front 
while God’s action through the sacraments was 


understood more and more mechanically. The re- 
sult was that while the Mediaeval Church pro- 
fessed Augustinianism, her scholastic modernists 
taught Martin Luther almost pure Pelagianism. 
According to these Occamists he could grip him- 
self by the naked power of his own will and make 
himself love God with all his heart, soul and 
strength. And the God they invited him to love 
was an impersonal, arbitrary despot. 


The Holy Spirit delivered Luther from this 
nightmare of humanism when He opened to Luther 
the meaning of Romans 1:16-18 in the Black 
Tower at Wittenberg. The God of Paul and of 
Augustine brought Luther to Himself through this 
personal act. And Luther asserted that goodness 
does not begin with the good deeds of man’s will, 
but with the free grace of God which He pours 
into our hearts in answer to the intercession of 
Jesus Christ. God personally saves me through 
all that my Lord Jesus Christ did do for me on 
earth, and by all that He is doing for me at God’s 
right hand, yes and by all that He will do for me 
when He comes in His glory. Put the emphasis on 
man’s free will and you get an impersonal, pos- 
sibly a mechanical, conception of God. Put the 
primary stress on God’s free and freeing grace 
and you have the personal, living God—the God 
of grace—the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ—God the Father who planned—God the 
Son who mediates—God the Holy Spirit who 
brings salvation into our hearts. —-Wm. C. R. 





Alone 


It is human to stand with the crowd, it is divine 
to stand alone. It is manlike to follow the people, 
to drift with the tide; it is Godlike to follow a 
principle to stem the tide. 


It is natural to compromise conscience and to 
follow the social and religious fashion for the 
sake of gain or pleasure; it is divine to sacrifice 
both on the altar of truth and duty. 


“No man stood with me, but all men forsook 
me,” wrote the battle-scarred apostle in describing 
his first appearance before Nero to answer for his 
life for believing and teaching contrary to the 
Roman world. 


Truth has been out of fashion since man changed 
his robe of fadeless light for a garment of faded 
leaves. 


Noah built and voyaged alone. His neighbors 
laughed at his strangeness and perished in style. 


Abraham wandered and worshipped alone. 
Sodomites smiled at the simple shepherd, followed 
the fashion and fed the flames, 
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Daniel dined and prayed alone. Elijah sacrificed 
and witnessed alone. Jeremiah prophesied and 
wept alone. Jesus loved and died alone. 


And of the lonely way His disciples should walk 
He said: “Strait is the gate and narrow is the way. 
which ljeadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” 


Of their treatment by the many who walk in 
the broad way, He said: “If ye were of the world, 
the world would love his own; but because ye are 
not of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 


The church in the wilderness praised Abraham 
and persecuted Moses. The church of the Kings 
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praised Moses and persecuted the prophets, 


The church of Caiaphas praised the prophets 
and persecuted Jesus. The church of the popes 
praised the Saviour and persecuted the saints, And 
multitudes now, both in the church and in the 
world, applaud the courage and fortitude of the 
patriarchs and prophets, the apostles and martyrs, 
but condemn as stubborness or foolishness like 
faithfulness to truth today. 


Wanted, today, men and women, young and old, 
who will obey their convictions of truth and duty 
at the cost of fortune and friends and life itself. 


—Selected. 





Theological Notes On The Five 
Main Truths Of Calvinism’ 


By Frederick Bronkema 


(This article is reprinted from the Winter 1945-46 issue of Crisis Christology, 
printed under the auspices of the Reconciliation Through Christ Communion, 
U.S.A., and the Trinitarian Theological Society in Canada, in care of Dr. Frederick 
Bronkema, University of Dubuque, Dubuque, Ia. This excellent quarterly has as its 
subtitle, “With Christ In The Crisis.” Price $1.00 per year in the United States 
and Canada; elsewhere, $1.25; per copy, 35c. Printed by the Dubuque Presbyterian 


Press, Dubuque, Ia.—H.B.D.) 


These five main truths of Reformed Theology 
are: Divine Predestination, Limited Atonement, 
Total Depravity or Corruption of Mankind, Irre- 
sistible or Effectual Grace, and the Preseverance 
of the Saints: 


Introduction: In defining these doctrines we 
must avoid the danger of rationalization. These 
are doctrines of faith, in which the Christian be- 
lieves, not doctrines of reason without faith. With 
his unconverted reason and reasoning man is 
tempted to seek and give a simple, rational ex- 
planation of God and His revelation and of our 
relation to Him. The Reformers, therefore, did 
not confuse Christian knowledge with ordinary, 
secular knowledge. Christian knowledge comes by 
divine illumination; it is knowledge of God in 
Christ through the Holy Spirit. It is faith- 
knowledge and love-knowledge, knowledge which 
is based on trust in and love of God above all. 
These faith-truths will not fit into any secular, 
modern ways of thinking, but such ways of Mod- 
ern thought will always be judged and found 
wanting by the God of al] truth te: Whom these 
faith-truths bey witness. 


Frequently, therefore, men in seeking a purely 
rational interpretation of these truths fall into 
Determinism, on the one hand, or the indetermin- 
ism of humanism and self-will on the other. De- 
terminism would make God the direct, but im- 
personal, cause of our salvation or damnation, de- 
stroying the truth of human responsibility. De 
terminism exalts God’s omnipotence at the expense 
of his other attributes of love, mercy, holiness and 
righteousness; In reality it makes God a tyrant or 
despot. 


Indeterminism or humanistic self-will, on the 
other hand, makes man more powerful than God; 
exalting man’s power of will above God’s omni- 
potence, it destroys faith in God’s sovereignty, 
rules his holy dominion out of consideration and 
makes salvation depend on man’s efforts rather 
than the free gift of divine grace. God in this 
perversion becomes simply an Advisor and man 
in his own self-assumed sovereignty can either 


*Printed by request of the Trinitarian The 
ological Society of Canada and delivered at its 
Fall Meeting in Toronto, October 10, 1945. 
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take his advice or leave it. This constitutes a de- 
nial of the doctrine of Irresistible Grace, as well 
as total depravity and the doctrine of original sin. 


Why are not these five points living issues in 
the church today? It is suggested that the Church 
is in the center of thought rather than the faith 
and truth-bases of the Church and that unity of 
organization gets more attention than unity of 
truth in Christ Jesus. Ways and means to attain 
peace rather than the Gospel of peace and recon- 
ciliation in Christ occupy the limelight. Thinkers 
start with the socalled inherent freedom of man 
rather than confessing his bondage to sin and 
Satan and realizing that Christ alone can give true 
freedom. They thus confuse freedom with bondage 
and how great is not that bondage? 


1. Predestination. It is defined as God’s un- 
changeable purpose or decree, concerning the last 
end, and eternal state, of angels and men. It is 
usually divided into the decree of election and 
reprobation. Election is His choosing a certain 
number of mankind, in Christ, to eternal life, and 
the means of it to the praise of His glorious grace. 
Reprobation is His passing by, and ordaining all 
the rest of mankind whom He has not chosen, to 
dishonor and wrath, inflicted for their sins to the 
praise of the glory of His justice. 


This doctrine of predestination was the center 
of stormy debate at the Westminster Assembly, 
which produced the Westminster Confession of 
Faith, but was adopted unequivocally in its double 
meaning of election and reprobation. 


Calvinism is largely known by its enemies as 
“the system which holds to that horrible doctrine 
of predestination whereby God is made the direct 
cause of our damnation or salvation.” 


A Presbyterian leader said once: “This doctrine 
has caused many divisions through the years, 
many misunderstandings and the loss of many a 
good man.” If this was said to disparage the doc- 
trine, I do not agree with it. It is not the doctrine 
but rather the false interpretation of this great 
doctrine which has done untold harm, for the 
sovereignty of God stands or falls with this truth. 


John Calvin rightly interpreted this doctrine in 
his Institutes of the Christian Religion when he 
discusses it in the Third Book after the truth of 
Reconciliation, for Predestination is to be viewed 
in the setting of salvation and {faith in Christ. It 
is a doctrine of faith and not a philosophic deter- 
ministic axiom. The New Testament order is, first, 
one believes in Christ, then, one brings forth the 
fruits of salvation and faith, finally, one is as- 
sured of his election unto life by faith and its 
fruits, The- cause of our condemnation is unbe- 
lief: “he that believes not is condemned already,” 
why? The answer is, “betuusé he had not believed 
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on the name of the only-begotten Son of God.” 
To discuss election in an apriori fashion outside 
of our response to Christ in faith, is to fall into 
determinism. The cause of our salvation is grace 
and faith. The cause of reprobation is unbelief. 
In a sense men reprobate themselves, but because 
God has established the reality that “The wages 
of sin is death.” 


The great truth of predestination signifies that 
God comes first, man second; God alone is abso- 
lutely free and independent. Man is always de- 
pendent on God and is to be His servant volun- 
tarily. God is our Creator and Redeemer. He made 
us and not we ourselves, and He alone can re- 
make us in Christ into new creatures of Him. 


In conclusion, we need to rethink two cate- 
gories in connection with the truth of predestina- 
tion, that of cause and eternity. First, the concept 
of cause. Very often when this concept is used no 
distinction is made between logical cause, bio- 
logical cause, natural cause and personal cause. 
The Westminster Confession speaks of God as the 
primary cause and of men as secondary causes 
and the impression is left with us that God deals 
with us in terms of natural cause, but He deals 
with nature only in terms of natural cause and 
effect. Cause and effect apply to nature and not 
to a person to person relationship. We must not 
conceive of God as the Unmoved Mover of 
Aristotle, as a static substance, but as a trinity of 
three persons in Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
God treats us impersonally, only when we treat 
Him impersonally in unbelief. It is moreover we 
who raise the impersonal barrier, not God. 


Second, Eternity. Kierkegaard said that there 
is only one tense with God, the present tense. 
With Him there is no time, therefore, no before 
or after. This signifies His Contemporaneity, His 
Eternity. Does not predestination become a con- 
temporaneous truth in faith. God knows in. the 
happening. His knowledge is ever contemporane- 
ous and eternal. We should not let our concept of 
time imprison God’s freedom, nor lead us to de- 
terminism. 


2. Limited atonement: This truth signifies that 
the efficacy and benefits of the atonement are for 
believers or the elect only. The atonement is 
limited in its substitutionary efficacy to believers 
only. The classic theological formula here is: It 
is sufficient for all men: It is efficient only for 
the believers. The danger of universalism is hereby 
avoided, which says that, since Christ died for all. 
all will be saved. In answer to the question: If 
Christ died for all, why are not all saved? we say 
that all do not accept. Only believers accept and 
believe. And only those who believe are justified 
by faith through grace on the basis of the Atone- 
ment. The Atonement is substitutionary, vicerious, 
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but only for those who believe. Unbelievers are 
always seeking to find a substitute for the Sub- 
stitute. They reject the unique, absolute and 
personal atonement of Christ. 


3. Total Depravity. Total depravity is a dis- 
tinctively Calvinistic doctrine taught in all Re- 
formed creeds and confessions. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith teaches that by the first sin 
of our first parents “they fell from their original 
righteousness, and communion with God, and so 
became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the 
faculties and parts of soul and body.” Chapter 6, 
par. 2, and in paragraph 4, we read “From this 
original corruption, whereby we are utterly indis- 
posed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, 
and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all 
actual transgressions.” 


This doctrine, too, is widely rejected and grossly 
misinterpreted by many who profess to be Re- 
formed in their theology. I have even heard it 
said that the Westminster Confession of Faith 
teaches the sacredness of human personality, 
whereas it is plainly to be seen from these quo- 
tations from the Confession, itself, that it, on the 
contrary, teaches the total depravity of fallen 
mankind. Now personality can be made sacred or 
holy once again by the work and the presence of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. Again, many say that 
the Confession teaches the free-will and freedom 
of man, but it is clearly evident that it teaches 
just the opposite, namely, man’s total slavery to 
sin and Satan and his self-will. 


This doctrine must not be so interpreted that 
the unbeliever can have no civic righteousness or 
externally good natural virtues; therefore, that he 
is as bad in every respect as he possibly could be, 
for then he would be a demon and not a man. 
Nevertheless, total depravity is total or totali- 
tarian since, ‘““Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,” 
and therefore all the so-called splendid virtues of 
the heathen and unconverted are but vices from 
this point of view, as the Reformers believed. 
“Without faith it is impossible to please God”, no 
matter how externally good our deeds may be. 
A certain gangster helped the orphans in his com- 
munity and gave coal to the poor, yet all knew 
that he was not a good man and these “good 
deeds” did not make him one whit better. He no 
doubt had the ulterior motive of covering up his 
bad by these “good deeds.” As Luther says, good 
deeds do not make a man good, but a good man, 
one who is justified by faith, is the only one who 
can perform truly good deeds, which are pleasing 
in God’s sight. All so-called natural goodness is 
corrupted and perverted by man in his sinful 
self-will to such an extent that it fosters and en- 
hances his wicked pride and conceit. 


To illustrate this, permit me to tell of the two 
mep who get on the train; the one pushed his way 
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ruthlessly through, shoving aside or knocking 
down passengers; the other, was most polite and 
picked up those the other upset. Both took the 
same seat, and eventually both found out they 
were going in the wrong direction. Although 
the one was apparently externally kinder than the 
other, both were headed in the wrong direction. 


Total depravity signfies total inability to save 
ourselves. Many parents have said and do say that 
they do not believe that their children are totally 
depraved, but it is the clear teaching of the Word 
of God and the Confession that we are prone by 
nature to hate God and our neighbor and to trans- 
gress His commandments in thought, word and 
deed. Being totally depraved and unable to save 
themselves they need Christ to give them new life 
and love, or else they will but delude themselves 
and continue in the slavery, blindness and power 
of sin. 


4. Irresistible Grace. Irresistible grace is a cor- 
relative of Effectual Calling. In our Confession, 
Chapter 10, we read the following definition of 
such calling: “All those whom God hath prede- 
stined unto life, and those only He is pleased in 
His appointed and accepted time effectually to 
call, by His Word and Spirit, out of that state of 
sin and death, in which they are by nature, to 
grace and salvation by Jesus Christ, enlightening 
their minds spiritually and savingly, to understand 
the things of God, taking away their heart of 
stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh, re- 
newing their wills and by His almighty power 
determining them to that which is good; and ef- 
fectually drawing them to Jesus Christ, yet so as 
they come most freely, being made willing by His 
grace.” 


Why is grace irresistible? since, according to 
A. A. Hodge, it can be resisted as coming from 
the outside, and operating inside it is neither re 
sistible nor irresistible but effectual. We might 
better think of this grace as coming by the per- 
suasion of the Holy Spirit, by love rather than 
by the compulsion of mere force or power. We 
are, therefore, warned not to resist nor grieve nor 
quench the Holy Spirit. We must think of the 
Holy Spirit as an omnipotent, omnipresent person 
of holy love and loving holiness. 


The counterpart of irresistible grace is irre 
sistible judgment. God’s Word never returns to 
Him void. It is a saver of life to life or of death to 
everlasting death. 


Irresistible grace again, is a faith-doctrine and 
we cannot give a simple rational explanation, of 
it. Again we must be aware of the danger of 
Determinism, on the one hand, and humanism 0 
the other. The truth of man’s responsibility cannot 
be slighted in favor of a determintstically cou 
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ceived all-powerful sovereignty of God, which 
would make God the direct cause of our repro- 
bation as well as salvation. 


Faith is both God’s effectual gift and our re- 
sponse to that gift of grace. Yet Christ is the 
Author and Finisher of our Faith. Grace is un- 
merited favor, pure gift, Agape, the self-giving 
of God. It is a miracle of Grace and Faith which 
we cannot rationalize, either on the one hand, 
by saying that God is the direct (but impersonal) 
cause of it, man the effect, thus sponsoring a de- 
terministic interpretation which would destroy 
man’s responsibility; nor by upholding a human- 
istic view, on the other, which would keep man 
responsible at the cost of the loss of God’s sover- 
eignty in salvation and grace. 


5. The Perseverance Of The Saints. In our Con- 
fession, Chapter 17, paragraph 1, we read of this, 
“They whom God hath accepted in his beloved, 
effectually called and sanctified by His Spirit, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state 
of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein to 
the end, and be eternally saved.” 


This means that no backsliding out of grace is 
possible. “Once a Christian, always a Christian.” 
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It means that God will not let us down, that He 
who has begun a good work in us will surely com- 
plete it until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Why do believers persevere? In paragraph 2, of 
Chapter 17 of the Confession, we read it “de- 
pends, not on our free-will, but on the unchange- 
able love of God and the abiding Spirit.” 


The title, Perseverance of the saints, therefore, 
is somewhat of a misnomer. It means in reality 
that God by his Holy Spirit perseveres in us. God 
works in us both to will and to do. Christ will 
never leave us nor forsake us. This is faith-cer- 
tainty, not works-certainty without faith, not 
emotion-certainty nor reason-certainty without 
faith. 


This truth is a faith-truth founded on Justifi- 
cation by faith, on faith-hope and the presence of 
the sanctifying Spirit. “If we hope for that we 
see not, then do we with patience wait for it, and 
likewise the Spirit helpeth our infirmities.” “TI 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him against that day.” 
And we know that nothing shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 17 
True To A Great Heritage 


Scripture: Deuteronomy 1-4. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 106:1-12. 


By way of introduction let us notice several ex- 
pressions in our Devotional Reading: 


1. A Question: “Who can utter the mighty acts 
of the Lord? who can show forth all His praise?” 
The answer is, of course, No One. The human mind 
and the human tongue and human language are 
all utterly inadequate to tell the story of the 
mighty acts of God. 


2. “We have sinned.” Over against the goodness 
and righteousness of God stands the sinfulness of 
men. We have not understood or remembered as 
we should all that He has done. 


3. “Nevertheless He saved them.” God’s unde- 
served mercy and grace are manifest in all His 
dealings with His people. 

4. Why did God do this? “For His name’s sake.” 
All His marvellous dealings with men and na- 
tions bring glory to His holy name. “He hath 
made His wonderful works to be remembered.” 

Moses’ First Address. Deut. 1-4. These addresses 
of Moses were delivered in the Plains of Moab, 


before Israel entered the Land of Promise. They 
are considered among the most eloquent in the 
world, from a literary point of view, to say nothing 
of their moral and spiritual value, or their In- 
spiration. 

Chapter I 


Some things of special note: 1. The appointment 
of men to help Moses in his book. “I am not able 
to bear you myself alone.” So “captains,” “of- 
ficers,” “judges,”’ were appointed over the people. 
Moses was to remain the last court of appeal, 
“the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto 
me, and I will hear it.” 


2. The suggestion from the people that spies 
be sent to search out the land. This met with 
Moses’ approval, and God also commanded it to 
be done. Vs. 23. 


3. Several interesting side-lights on the failure 
at Kadesh-Barnea. One is that Moses himself, as 
well as Caleb and Joshua, urged the people to go 
up and possess the land. (Vs. 29) “Then I said 
unto you, dread not, neither be afraid of them.” 
In verse 82 the failure is explained: “Yet in this 
thing ye did not believe the Lord your God.” In 
Hebrews 3:19, “Could not enter in because of un- 
belief.” Is not this the cause of most failures in 
the church? Is it not, also the explanation of our 
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own failures? The sin of Presumption is men- 
tioned in verse 43: “and went presumptiously up 
the hill.” Do we not try to go up many “hills” in 
the same spirit today? “The Lord was angry with 
me for your sakes, saying: thou shalt not go in 
thither. But Joshua the son of Nun, which standeth 
before thee, he shall go in thither.” (Verses 37,38). 


Chapter II 


From Kadesh-Barnea to the Conquest of Og. 
God will not allow Israel to fight with the de- 
scendants of Esau. They were to “meddle not with 
them; for I will not give you of their land, no, 
not so much as a foot breadth: because I have 
given Mt. Seir unto Esau for a possession.” This 
world belongs to God and He gives it to whomso- 
ever He will. Do our modern nations, grabbing and 
holding all they can, ever think of this? 


Neither would God allow them to fight with 
Moab and Ammon, for their land was given to the 
children of Lot. 


It is a different story, however, when they 
come to Sihon, king of Heshbon. They were to 
take his land and slay the inhabitants. 


Chapter Ill 


This chapter tells of the conquest of Og, king 
of Bashan, and the settlement of the two and 
one-half tribes on “this side’? of Jordan, the East- 
ern side. The agreement was that all the men of 
war should go across Jordan and help their 
brethren conquer the other part of Canaan. 


It closes with the appeal of Moses to God that 
he be allowed to go over and see the good land. 
His request was refused, but he was permitted 
to go to the top of Pisgah and view the land. 
He was told to charge Joshua and encourage him. 


Chapter IV 


Moses’ appeal to Israel to obey God’s Command- 
ments. “That ye may live and go in and possess 
the land.” Their greatness and wisdom centered 
in the law of God: “for this is your wisdom and 
your understanding in the sight of the nations, 
which shall hear all these statutes and say, Surely 
this great nation is a wise and understanding peo- 
ple.” Would not the nations of the world say this 
of America, if we had not departed so greatly 
from Our Heritage, the Word of God? Why are 
we doing so many utterly Foolish things today? Is 
it not because we do not take the Bible as our 
guide? Is not our reproach and shame the fact that 
we have forgotten our heritage, our Birthright? 


In verses 14-24 is a most impressive plea to ab- 
stain from any and every form of Idolatry. They 
saw no similitude of God when He gave the law. 
They were never to make any representation of 
Him, neither lift their eyes in worship to sun, 
moon, or stars. 


Verse 24 should be burnt into our memory: 
“For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire.” This 
verse is quoted in Heb. 12:29. 


He solemnly warns them that they will utterly 
perish, “and the Lord shall scatter you among the 
nations.” This warning and prophecy were ful- 
filled centuries later when the captivity came upon 
them. Moses was a prophet as well as a law- 


giver. 


He reminds them, however, that their God is a 
merciful God and that if they “turn to the Lord” 
and be obedient, He will not forsake them. 
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Verses 32-40 are especially beautiful. He re. 
minds them again of their unique and glorious 
heritage. God had done greater things for them 
than for any other nation in the world. Read 
re-read, and ponder these words! : 


Then apply them to ourselves—our nation and 
our lives. Has not the Lord been especially good 
to America? What other nation can boast of as 
rich a heritage? What other nation has prospered 
like ours? Does not God have a right to expect 
Great Things of our country? How are we repay. 
ing Him for all that He has done for us? “To 
whom much is given, of him shall much be re. 
quired.” Woe to America if she proves ungratefy] 
and disobedient! 





LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 24 
What Makes A People Great 


Religion In The Home 


Scripture: Deutronomy 5-34. Devotional Read- 
ing: Proverbs 4:20-27. 


One verse especially in our Devotional Reading 
makes a good beginning for our lesson. (Pro. 
4:23): “Keep thy heart with all diligence for out 
of it are the issues of life.’”’ This verse is true of 
an individual, for, “the heart of the man.” This 
is true of a nation. The heart of the nation is 
the Home. So we might read this verse this way: 
“Keep the Home with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of national life—society, state, 
church,—all depend upon the home. 


Moses, the great statesman and law-giver, knew 
this and in our Printed Text, (Deut. 6:4-12), he 
stresses this vital truth. (These words are repeated 
in large part in 11:18-24). At the center of their 
national life two great ideas stand out in bold 
relief: (1) Love for the One True God, (2) Love 
for His Word. 


Love For God. The One True God. Verses 4-5. 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is one Lord,” 
monotheism, in contrast to the polythesim and 
idolatry of the nations. Idolatry is to be abhored 
as an abomination and the punishment meted out 
to idolaters and those who in any way entice to 
idolatry, is most drastic and severe. We can see 
the necessity for these stern laws in the after 
history of the nation, and the disasters and cap- 
tivity which finally result from the breaking of 
these commands. The Jews were never completely 
cured of idolatry until the 70 years of captivity. 


In verse 5 we have the first great command, as 
quoted by our Savior in answer to the question, 
which is the first, or greatest command: “And 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might.” Not only were they to Worship God, but 
Love Him. God is never satisfied with mere out- 
ward worship; He must have the love of our in- 
most being. Such love would insure obedience— 
the sort of obedience which is pleasing to God. 


Here is the first foundation stone for the nation 
and for the home. Israel was to be a separate and 
distinct nation in this respect. So God would have 
it for America. Is Love for God the center of 
American life? Is it the center of our home life? 


Love For God’s Word: Verses 6-10. “And these 
words . .. shall be in thine heart.” Here is the 
only fitting place for God’s Word. “Oh how I love 
thy law; it is my meditation day and night,” sings 
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the Psalmist, and this feeling should find a re- 
sponse in every devout soul. If we would but Love 
God’s Word instead of trying to criticize and find 
fault with it, we would be far better off. It is not 
enough to have the Bible in our homes, in our 
stores Where all can purchase a copy, in our 
churches to ornament the sacred desk, or even in 
our hands to open and close and admire its bind- 
ing; it must find its way into the very life of 
the inner man. The “heart” in the Bible stands 
for that whole spiritual, inner man, not merely 
our feelings and affection, but All the other parts 
of our being. 


The Word of God should also be on our Lips 
And Tongue. We do two things with our mouths; 
Teach and Talk. “Teach them diligently unto thy 
children.” How we modern “rushed to death” par- 
ents need this injunction! We in this land of ours 
are teaching our children everything under the 
sun Except the Bible. Of course there are excep- 
tions, but as a whole, is not this true? The Putting 
into practice of this One command would do more 
to safeguard us from “juvenile delinquency” than 
all the laws on our statute books. 


“Shall talk of them.” How these words put 
us to shame! Listen to the average conversation 
at meal-times, or other times, even in Christian 
homes, and how much of the Bible is mixed with 
the conversation? The same is true when “walk by 
the way.” “When we lie down and when we rise 
up.” In how many of our homes do we have morn- 
ing and evening devotions? We think we are doing 
wonders if we can manage “prayers” once a day. 


“Bind them for a sign upon thine hand.” We 
work with our hands, we minister with our hands, 
we fight with our hands, when fighting is neces- 
sary. These hands of ours would be Honest, In- 
dustrious, Clean hands, and Kind, Gentle, and 
Loving if they were guided and controlled by the 
Word of God. They would be like the hands of 
Jesus, as He worked, and as He ministered to men. 
Then if we are called -—— to fight, and who is 
not, in the great spiritual battle of life, the Word 
is our Sword, “sword of the Spirit.” If we have 
“the arm to wield it, and the skill to use it,’’ we 
may venture against any foe, and victory is ours. 
Bind ‘the Bible upon our hands, whether to Work, 
or Minister, or Fight. 


“And they shall be as frontlets between thine 
eyes.” The forehead is supposed to be the seat of 
knowledge, and our eyes enable us to see. The 
Word is the source of all Wisdom and Light. “Let 
thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look 
straight before thee.” (Pro. 4:25). The man whose 
Thinking and Seeing is controlled by the Word of 
God will not wander here and there or be swept 
off his feet by every wind of doctrine. He will 
keep in the narrow way that leads to life. Surely 
these are timely words! Our eyes are led astray 
by every device of man and devil, and crooked 
thinking is the order of the day. What a text for 
our Leaders! What a text for You and Me! 


«Write them upon the posts of thy house.” 

hosoever heareth these sayings of mine and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man who 
built his house upon a rock.” Many homes are going 
to pieces today. We see the wreckage strewn all 
over our land. Is not the chief reason the fact that 
We are Not building them upon the Bible? There 
are many verses we could write on the “‘posts” 
of our houses—husbands, wives, children, fathers, 


servants, All—let us Find them and Write them 
there! 
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“And on thy gates.” A gate is for Protection— 
to keep some things Out—wild beasts, robbers, 
enemies—and to keep some things in, especially 
the feet of little children. The Word is the Best 
—— a home can have. Is it protecting Your 

ome 


“Beware Lest Thou Forget”. Verses 10-12. 
Moses knew that when prosperous times came the 
temptation would be to “forget” the Lord. Those 
times came and Israel forgot. Those times have 
come to America and America has forgotten. May 
we “remember” before it is too late. Remember 
our God and learn to Love Him. Remember His 
Word and learn to Love It. The only way to not 
forget God is to not forget His Word, for He has 
revealed Himself in it and has exalted it above all 
His name. 


We are on safe ground when we Love the Lord 
and Love His Word. 





Our Weekly Sermon 
There's A Difference 


By Rev. Nathan J. Stone“ 


“ ,. The Lord doth put a difference between 
you and the Egyptians.” (Exod. 11:7). 

These words were spoken by Moses to God’s 
people on the eve of their deliverance from 
bondage in Egypt. Israel was to be a different 
people. Israel was of God; Egypt was of the 
world, for which it has always stood. Israel said. 
“Jehovah is our God and the God of our fathers.” 
Egypt said, ““‘Who is Jehovah that we should serve 
him!” 


After several plagues had impressed God’s 
power upon Pharaoh, he was at least willing to 
make some concessions to Moses’ demand to let 
God’s people go. He advanced four compromises. 
The first was, “Sacrifice to your God in the 
land” (Exod. 8:25); the second, “Ye shall not go 
very far away” (Exod. 8:28); the third, that the 
leave their little ones behind (Exod. 10:8-11); 
the fourth, “Let your flocks and your herds be 
stayed” (Exod. 10:24). 


Moses refused to yield an inch. How stirring is 
his answer, “There shal] not an hoof be left be- 
hind.” 


The lesson is clear. The believer today is to be 
separate from the world, to be different from its 
people. All that we are and all that we have are 
the Lord’s. We are to leave the world’s sin and 
allurements completely behind, to have no part 
or parcel in them. We are not to leave a hoof in 
Egypt. 


Israel’s besetting sin was worldliness—‘‘Make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations” (I Sam. 
8:5). They did not want to be different. The be- 
setting sin of the church today is also worldliness. 
And the call is for believers who are different, 
who though in the world are not of it, whose lives 
and testimony make a difference. 


“The Lord doth put a difference between you 
and a Egyptians.” Have you also “put a differ- 
ence” 


*Member of the Faculty of Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Chicago, Ill. 











Page 12 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








Feb. 1, 1948 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Feb. 17: What My Church Owes Me. 


Introduction 


A young friend of mine recently decided to 
unite with the church and called on the pastor to 
discuss the matter. The conversation went some- 
thing like this: 


“Pastor, I want to join the church. Tell me what 
I must do.” 


The pastor explained that he must trust Christ 
for his salvation, confess Him before men, and 
seek to follow Him as Lord of life. Then the young 
fellow continued: 


“Well pastor, if I join your church what will it 
cost me?” 


The pastor explained that every one who is a 
child of God wants to set aside a certain amount 
of his money and his time for the service of God. 
After discussing the amount of the boy’s allow- 
ance they agreed on ten cents a week. Then the 
boy said: 


“Now that you have my money what are you 
going to do with it? What will I get for my 
money?” 


I wonder if a lot of us do not let this attitude 
of “‘what do we get out of it?” get too much 
entangled in our church life. Yet if a church has 
any right to invite people to join and if it has a 
right to demand the energies and loyalties of its 
members it must have something to offer in re- 
turn. 


Let us run through a few of the things that the 
church provides for us, seeing as we go how these 
things are necessary if we are to grow spiritually, 
physically, and socially. 


Scriptural Trail 


1. The Church offers us the Lord Jesus Christ 
through the preaching of the Word and the ad- 
ministration of the Sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. (Romans 1:16-17; 1 John 6:12- 
13; 2 Cor. 5:19). 


2. The Church provides us with an opportunity 
for worship and Christian fellowship. (Hebrews 
10:19-25). 


3. The Church provides us with instruction in 
the things of God and the spirit of man, and we 
all must study to show ourselves approved unto 
God. (2 Timothy 2:15). 


4. The Church provides us with an opportunity 
ef service that reaches to the ends of the earth, 


and we are commissioned to go to the ends of the 
earth in evangelism and education. (Matthew 28. 
16-20). 


5. The Church provides a way in which yoy 
can declare before men your allegiance to Christ, 
(Matthew 5:14-16). 


6. The Church unites our testimony and efforts 
with those of others and thereby multiplies what 
we are and do. (John 17-18-21). 


7. The Church provides wholesome recreation 
that will enable us to grow in body, mind, spirit, 
and ability to get along with others. (Luke 2:52, 
1 Corinthians 10:31). 


Suggestions 


Go through the Scriptural trail and show the 
things that the church provides—Christ, everlast- 
ing life, worship, instruction, opportunity for serv- 
ice, testimony, united testimony, and recreation. 
Discuss both how your group can better and more 
effectively use the thing provided and discuss the 
question of whether or not it is possible to find 
any of these needful things outside the fellowship 
of the church. 


Feb. 24: What I Owe My Church. 


Introduction 


Often when I receive someone into the church | 
tell them that we are happy to have them come 
with us for we will help them and they will do us 
good. Last week we saw the things that the church 
provides for us and all of them will help us find 
a satisfying, abundant life. This week let us look 
and see what we owe to the church in order to do 
it good and make it effective, for certainly if we 
receive its benefits we must assume obligations. 


All of us should have the attitude toward our 
church that Paul had toward Christ and the Chris 
tian ministry. Let us read his words of testimony 
as our Scripture lesson. Philippians 3:1-14. 


Scripture Lesson 
The Danger Of Formalism 


1. Mere professors. v 1-2. (a) unchanged in 
nature (dogs ) v. 2a; (b) unchanged in life (evi 
workers) v 2b; (c) unchanged in trust (forms, 
ceremonies) v 2c. 


2. True Believers. v 3. (a) worship in the Spirit, 
v 8a; (b) rejoice in Christ v 3b; (c) renounce al 
confidence in the flesh v 3c. 


3. Illustrated in Paul’s Experience. (a) Pas 
privileges as Jews, v 4-6. (b) Present privileges, 
v 7-11; (c) Future privileges, v 11-14. 
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The key: All that Paul has or ever will have be- 
came his because he was willing to count as loss 
those things that were gain to him. (3:7). 


Suggestions 


Show how this same attitude of Paul’s must be 
ours, and when it is we will cultivate in our lives 
certain things. We owe it to Christ and the church 
to cultivate these things. Here are a few of them: 


1. Spiritual intelligence. Too often many pro- 
fessing Christians just do not know what it is all 
about Spiritually. We owe it to the church to study 
the Bible and the needs of the world until we do 
know. 


2. Earnest Prayer. Just as ground must be 
plowed before the seed is planted, so Christians 
must earnestly pray before the work of the church 
is carried out. Do you pray regularly for your 
pastor and your church? You owe it to your church 
to pray regularly for it. 


3. Faithful Attendance. The services of the 
church are planned to meet your needs, but if you 
are not there you lose the benefit and the efforts 
of pastor, church and people are wasted. You owe 
it to your church to be on hand, on time for every 
service. 


4, Generous Cooperation. The Church is no 
stronger than the combined cooperation of all its 
members. You owe it to your church to give of 
your time, talents, and money to the work of your 
church. 


5. Consistent Living. Your church is judged by 
you and your behavior, and its effectiveness de- 
pends on the day by day impression that you make 
on people. You owe it to your church to live such 
a consistent Christian life that every impression 
that you make will count for Christ and create a 
favorable opinion of your church. 


Review For Month 

In thinking about “‘my Church” we have again 
reminded ourselves of some things that are very 
fundamental yet often ignored by a good many 
members of the church. The church should have 
as members only those who have been saved by 
faith in Christ and are growing in grace. Christ 
is the Head of the church, and all the members 
are to be led and guided by Him alone. The Church 
provides us with all the things we need for spiritual 
growth and all the opportunities of service we 
need to carry out our Lord’s commands. We owe 
it to the church to be intelligent, faithful, con- 
sistent members. Perhaps we ought to end our 
month’s emphasis on the church by renewing our 
covenant in some such words as these, taken from 
“The Christian Observer.” 


My Church And I 
My Church is the place where the Word of God 
ls preached, the power of God is felt, the Spirit 
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of God is manifested, the love of God is revealed, 
and the unity of God is perceived. 


I have united with it in solemn covenant, pledg- 
ing myself to attend its services, to pray for its 
members, to give to its support, and to obey its 
laws. 


It claims the first place in my heart, the highest 
place in my mind, the principal place in my ac- 
tivities, and its unity, peace and progress concern 
my life in this world and that which is to come. 


I owe it my zeal, my benevolences, and my 
prayers. When I neglect its members I chill my 
own soul, 


I have solemnly promised, in the sight of God 
and men, to advance its interests by my faithful 
attendance, by reading the Holy Bible, by never 
neglecting its ordinances, by contributing to its 
support, by meeting with my fellow members, by 
watching over their welfare, and by joining with 
them in prayer, praise and service; and that 
promise I this day renew, before God my Father, 
Christ my Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit my 
Sanctifier. 





Wings For The Soul 
Unrationed 


There’s no rationing of God’s grace; 

No blackout of the Holy Place; 

No coupons needed when you pray; 

No taxes over love hold sway; 

No priorities on God’s power; 

No limit when His blessings shower; 

No shortage in God’s Word is found; 

No one on faith has set a bound; 

No truth is interfered by quota. 

Joy is not cut, not one iota. 

While free for whosoever will, 

The cleansing fount is flowing still; 

So why should we disgruntled be 

By shortages of meat and tea, 

When of the things that really last 

The world’s supply is growing fast? 
—Selected. 





FREE TITHING LITERATURE 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “TAKE NO THOUGHT” for 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribution. Write stating denomination and 
number of leaflets desired to: TITHER, Box 
“J,” 710 Title Insurance Building, Los An- 
geles 13, Califoraia. 
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Young Readers’ Page 


A Strange Little Package 


By Miss Susan Currell* 


Hot, cold, wet, dry, wind, wind typhoon and 
earthquake and rain in between each one and 
more rain and after that the rainy season. “You 
say it rains ‘dogs and cats’ in America?” asked a 
Japanese student of English. “Yes, but not in that 
direction and not as much as_ it does here,” 
answered the missionary to Japan. 


Near our home in Japan and a few doors down 
the street was a neat little cake shop. A young girl 
worked with, or rather for, the old woman owner 
of the shop. Her aunt, quite a well off woman 
who lived on the outskirts of town, across the 
windy fields, had parked her niece out in the cake 
shop hoping to make money “off of” the arrange- 
ment, 


One evening just as we were about to begin 
our evening worship there was a knock at the 
door. As I was passing through the hall into the 
living room I stopped to see who it was. “Gomen 
ku dosai. Gomen ku dosai’” (Excuse me please, 
Excuse me please, the Japanese greeting, a way 
of asking, May I come in?) What a really lovely 
young girl met my astonished gaze. She was 
dressed in the neatest and daintiest way, and a 
little pink flower perched in her hair at exactly 
the right angle. ““May I come into your meeting?” 
she asked. “Why certainly, how glad we are. to 
have you!’’, I answered, trying not to show my 
feelings (surprise) at all. Most Japanese girls are 
like shy little snow birds. Uakumura Chieko 
(the surname comes before the given name with 
the Japanese) continued after this first time to 
come regularly to our home. She never talked 
much but was an unusually earnest listener. The 
countless times I passed the “old lady’s” cake 
shop, as we called it, I rarely ever saw Chieko. 
If she saw me going by or thought I would stop 
to chat or shop she would dart back quickly into 
the back of the shop. Then too she would be 
dressed as a poor little maid servant. I began to 
suspect that the “old lady” did not know that she 
was coming to our home. 


The “old lady” (Obasan) in Japanese barely 
spoke to me and when she did, because I would 
go there to shop on purpose, it was not hard to. 
count her few phrases. That little shop, how prim 
and neat it was, with its rows of almost tasteless 
cakes, and brightly colored, practically sugarless 
candy! The god-shelf was very prominent. I de- 
cided I would really be friendly with Obasan so 
I would smile a bright good bye on leaving the 
shop, and leave a tract, such as “God gives us 
Peace” or “God is Love.” Another time I took a 
bunch of flowers and another time. Sometimes I 
would just lay them on the thick white matting, 
without a word, only a nod. After one of the gifts 
of flowers (the last one) she said, “It was so nice 
of you to bring flowers because those for my 
god-shelf had all faded.” 


The more I thought about Chieko’s lovely ki- 
monos when she came to our meetings the more I 
wanted to puzzle out how she got them. I think 
I at last found out. She took great pride in coming 
to the foreigner’s home dressed up so she rented 


those kimonos from a second hand shop. Often 
Japanese hide their poverty in this way. 


Time went on and I must return to America on 
furlo. And on that last memorable day, among 
the many friends out with their good-bye gifts 
(as is the custom in Japan) stood Chieko shyly 
to one side by herself but looking as lovely as 
ever. “Well Chieko”, I inquired, “how surprised 
I am to see you. I thought you would have to be 
at work in the shop.” Murmuring, “No, I managed 
to come,” she slipped something hard into my hand 
with a little piece of white paper folded over it, 
I was very busy bowing to this one and that one, 
so only with saying thanks I put the little article 
into my purse. 


On the train, after traveling for some time and 
tearfully passing by many beautiful and familiar 
scenes of villages, mountains and the blue, blue 
Inland Sea, I suddenly thought of my little gift. 
I opened my purse, took it out and what did my 
astonished eyes see? “Do not worry about me, 
Teacher, I am saved.” The paper was wrapped 
around a fifty sen piece. This she wrote is “for 
your church.” My eyes filled with tears of joy. I 
was leaving Chieko San in our Heavenly Father's 
care, and she would know always that He was 
close to her, as much too as I would know the 
same thing far away in America. 


When I returned again to Japan after fourteen 
months I found that Chieko San had gone to live 
in Manchuria. She sent me pictures of the church 
she belonged to there and also groups of a fine 
large Bible class of which she was a member. 
Often I received nice letters from her. 


The “old lady” never became a Christian, but 
she changed towards me from a very sour old soul 


.to a really friendly one. We often talked about 


Chieko. In fact it was this poor misled one who 
relented and gave me Chieko San’s address in 
Manchuria. And so who knows but that even she 
too will be one day saved and love the Lord, 
believing in Him as her own Saviour. 


*Miss Currell was at one time a missionary to 
om, living at Marugama, Shikoku, on the Inland 
ea. 





BIBLE QUIZ 
By J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of the following begins with 
the letter “A”: 


(1) A Prophet; (2) A Priest; (3) A King; 
(4) A Mountain; (5) A River; (6) A Disciple; 
(7) A Nation; (8) An Animal; (9) A Fruit; 
(10) A Garment; (11) A New Testament Book; 
(12) A Liar; (18) A Weapon; (14) A Boat; 
(15) A Tool. (Answers below.) 


‘xy (ST) ‘yay (PT) ‘morty (ET) ‘seueuy (27) 
:839V (IT) Suosdy (OT) terddy (6) ‘ssy (g) ‘vrads 
“sy (L) ‘merpuy (9) ‘eueqy (q) ‘yerery (pF) 
‘qeuy (g) ‘uomwy (Zz) ‘souly ([) ‘Siemsuy 








Sch 
24-; 
last 
had 
kee 
it i 


yea 
sibl 


00 
ed; 
50 
the 








-— ~_ ew ee eS Oe SO 


wv 


ws 


ww wea SEs eS. lU™ 


Om Oo 


Or OC ct eer 


— 
_ 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 15 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 


February 1946 


Febrary 10: Boy Scout Day (encourage the boys 
in your church to be active in this work). 

February 17: Race Relations Sunday (opportunity 
to strengthen good will and understanding 
among groups). 

February 17-24: Survey Week (encourage read- 
ing and sharing this magazine). 

February 24: Day of Prayer for Schools and Col- 
leges of our Church. 

Circle Topic: “Say So”—Does It Matter What I 
Think? 

Auxiliary Topic: “Ease Your Pocketbook Pains”’— 
Stewardship study. 

New Materials to be ordered by Auxiliary Secre- 
tary of Literature. 





The Woman’s Auxiliary 
Training School 


Montreat, N. C. — July 24-31, 1946 


The dates for the Woman”s Auxiliary Training 
School to be held at Montreat, N. C., are July 
24-31, 1946. Due to transportation regulations 
last year, attendance at this School] necessarily 
had to be limited, and we know that many felt 
keen disappointment due to this ruling. However, 
it is the hope of the Committee on Woman’s Work 
that there may be a much larger attendance this 
year, which will be representative, as far as pos- 
sible, of the entire woman’s Work of our Church. 
It is possible that attendance from the local Aux- 
iliaries will have to be somewhat limited in order 
to have adequate accommodations for all who 
attend. 


It is important that each Synodical and Pres- 
byterial President be present for this School, and 
as many District Chairmen and local Presidents as 
can arrange to come. 





Garanhuns School 


By Rev. Wm. G. Neville, D.D. 
Of North Brazil 


We are asking for $20,000.00. We have a plant 
at the Boys’ School which is worth over $150,- 
000.00. It is a magnificent plant, just on the 
edge of a city of 20,000 people. We have over 
500 boys in that school, also over 100 girls, al- 
though it is designed as a Boys’ School. We have 
taken in primary girls as the parents all over 


North Brazil have insisted that their girls come 
to the schoo] because of its location, the splendid 
climate and the 3,000 feet attitude. Four years 
ago we had no adequate place for girls to stay. 
We were forced to take them, and professors 
opened their homes and took them in. We need a 
dormitory. The property has been bought, and we 
want $20,000.00 in order to complete a dormitory 
large enough to house 75 to 100 girls. Agnes 
Erskine Girls’ Schoo] at Recifie, approximately 
150 miles away, is filled to capacity. Helina Cortez 
finished at this school and is now at Mary Baldwin 
College in Virginia. Her father is a Senator in 
the State of Ceara. 


BACK TO CHINA 
By Rev. Frank A. Brown, D.D. 


(Dr. Brown is one of a party of six missionaries 
who sailed to China from Houston, Tex., on De- 
cember 22. He is a member of our China Survey 
Committee.) 





A new question is recently asked: “Do you not 
anticipate a great advance in the expansion of 
Christianity in China?” You will get a unanimous 
answer to that question from all the China mis- 
sionaries. We do. What is the ground for this 
confidence? 


Popularity Of Chinese Church 

The Chinese Church is beloved by the people 
of China as never before. While the Protestant 
membership is only a little more than one-tenth of 
one per cent of the population, it is exerting an 
influence out of all proportion to its members. 
We are now reaping where others have sown over 
the long, long years. 


Our schools and hospitals have leavened the 
lump. The friendliness of the people is a result. 
Relief work has contributed to this end. Famine 
and flood relief and more recently, war relief, 
have won us a favorable hearing for the gospel 
message. When we speak of the popularity of the 
Chinese Church, we include, of course, the work 
of the missionary. But without the trained person- 
nel of a native church, relief work on such mag- 
nitude would have been impossible. Thousands of 
lives have been saved, countless women and little 
girls have been protected from the licentious sol- 
diers of Japan, because our hospitals, homes, 
schools and churches have swung wide their gates 
for these refugees. Truly these buildings, the gift 
of the home church, have been “cities of refuge.” 


As you would expect, the gratitude of the Chi- 
nese people knows no bounds. Madam Chiang Kai- 
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shek visited our city a few years ago while under 
bombardment by Japanese artillery. She- brought 
us a message of gratitude from the Chinese gov- 
ernment. 


Some years ago when our city was the center of 
bitter fighting between the war lords of China, 
the government sent two special envoys to enlist 
the cooperation of the people administering to 
their wounded soldiers. The city was crowded with 
the wounded. The Chinese people have not been 
trained to care for their own wounded. These en- 
voys called a meeting of the various civic organi- 
zations of our large city of Suchowfu, among them 
a few representatives from the Christian Church. 
After the conference was over, they called us 
aside and told us that the only organization they 
really expected to minister to those wounded were 
the Christians. I fear these were true words. 


Another reason for the growing influence of the 
Chinese Church is the high moral teaching of 
Jesus Himself. This appeals of course only to the 
more thoughtful of those outside the church. A 
more tangible influence is the good conduct of the 
Chinese Christians. The Chinese people are far 
more interested in conduct than they are in 
creed. They are keen observers and note how bad 
men become good and good men better. 


Another factor will surely be the magnificent 
way in which the Church has weathered the storm. 
No other institution has shown the vitality and 
endurance of the Christian Church through eight 
bitter years of warfare and _ persecution. The 
patriotism of the Christian is unchallenged. The 
meager information that has trickled through to 
us is all to the good. Recent cables and letters 
from the four of our missionaries, who have just 
come down from Free China to the Coast, bring us 
good news of how the prayers of the home Church 
have been answered. 


The Friendship Of The American People 


The fact that America is an ally of China, the 
generous relief administered by the American 
people and government through UNRRA and 
China Relief, will inevitably open the minds of 
many to a more favorable hearing of the Gospel. 


We overhead Elder Hu talking to some Chinese 
Christians. This Christian worker went with me 
all over the country field on my motorcycle. He 
was later killed by the Communists while doing 
relief work. Not long before his death he said, 
“Don’t talk to me about miracles. I have seen a 
miracle. Look at all these hospitals, schools, 
churches, look at all these workers from America 
and the money that comes year after year from 
givers, ten thousand miles away over the seas 
who have never seen our faces. That to me is a 
great miracle.” Yes, Wendell Willkie was right 
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when he spoke of the great reservoir of good will 
that the missionaries had helped to build in Ching 


New Methods 


Another ground for great hopes for the future 
is the fact that the missionary himself has heey 
undergoing a change during these war years, 
This discipline has forced him to do much re 
thinking about himself and his mission. Postwar 
planning conferences, both in this land and ip 
Free China, have been the order of the day. Rich. 
mond and Nashville each held such a conference 
at which missionaries and Board Secretaries gath. 
ered to make surveys. Not a single activity was 
spared in this close scrutiny. Old methods were 
criticized severely and new methods outlined, 
The missionary has grown wiser and more humble 
by the discipline he has passed through and shared 
with his Chinese colleagues. If Paul felt it wise 
to seize strategic centers, and made effective use 
of wise timing, surely we are justified in plan. 
ning a new strategy in the modern missionary 
enterprise. At these conferences special attention 
was given toward closer cooperation with other 
churches, giving greater authority to the Chinese 
Church in sharing the use of foreign funds, the 
greater use of the radio, the sound truck, with 
loud speakers, the phonetic for reaching the il- 
literate masses, and using the daily newspaper for 
spreading the Message. 


And Yet!! 


We need to remember that popularity can be 
fickle. It will never convert a single soul. I feel 
that after we have rebuilt our damaged buildings, 
after we have improved our methods, avoiding 
ruts, after we have drawn new blue prints for the 
future, after new missionaries have reached us; 
after we have done all we could, we need to step 
out under the stars and say “Now Lord, we are 
ready for the miracle,” and hear a voice saying: 
“Not by might nor by power nor by organization, 
but by my Spirit said the Lord of Hosts. I believe 
that after the shouting and the tumult dies, the 
old missionary and the new will still be found 
giving the old message, very much in the old way, 
by personal contact and friendship. 


I am writing this on board the SS “Norman 
Lykes,” as she sails on her maiden voyage, down 
the Houston harbor for Shanghai. Six of your 
missionaries are on board. As we passed through 
St. Louis, Dr. Frank Hall, remarked to his session, 
“these are the lucky missionaries on their way 
back to China. And here comes a goodbye not 
from Stuart Oglesby of Atlanta. 


“Our hearts expand with gratitude to Go 
and with pride as we think of you setting sl 
for the great land of China. May you find mat) 
doors open. The cause of foreign missions nevel 
made a greater appeal to the Church in Americ 
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than it does today. We shall follow you with our 
love and prayers. We shall support you with our 
money. And we shall use every effort to send 
large reinforcements in the near future. You are 
pioneers in one of the greatest Christian ventures 
in modern times.” 


The missionary is not the only one making opti- 
mistic forecasts. 





A New Era For Brazilian 


Evangelism 
By A Student In The Theological 
Seminary In Recife 


I wish to give three reasons why we need an 
Evangelical broadcasting station. 

1. All radio stations in our country belong to 
those who do not have the slightest interest in 
religious subjects. When we want to broadcast a 
religious program we have to pay such a heavy 
charge that the churches do not feel encouraged 
to go on. Besides, the Catholic Church is ready to 
influence strongly the owners of the radio sta- 
tions to prevent us from using them. 


2. It is not agreeable to hear a series of ad- 
vertisements about brandy, lozenges, night club 
dances, shows and the like after the preaching of 
a sermon. This would not happen if we had an 
Evangelical radio station. 


3. The third reason is a psychological one. 
Having our own radio station we could show that 
we are not so small a group as they think. We 
could tell the people what Protestantism is and 
make them think differently about us, about our 
values and force. 


We will remain praying to God that He may 
provide the means so that we may have in a very 
near future our Evangelical radio station broad- 
casting the Gospel throughout our loved country. 





Wings For The Soul 


“The world’s a weary place, 
For him who tries to face 
“All Thro’ The Year” 
His tasks alone. 
But he who looks above, 
Will see the God of love 
Is always swift to move 
Among His own. 


“And so I wish for thee 
The vision clear to see, 

A presence near; 
That every hour of night 
And all the days of light, 
May with God’s love shine bright 

All thro the years.” 

Author Unknown. 
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Teachers! 
BEST 
IN 50 YEARS” 





Standart’s Bible Teacher 
and Leader 


DeLuxe Quarterly for 
Superintendents, Ministers 
and Teachers 


You'll want this outstanding quarterly of 96 pages, 
which is divided into magazine an lesson section, 
with amazingly helpful new “1-2-3-4” step-by-step 
— plan, and Superintendent's page for every 
esson 

Users of Standard’s Bible Teacher and Leader say: 
“The best to come into our poy in fifty years.’ 
“A great help in presenting the lesson.” “ gocial 
articles are fine; couldn’t be improved.’ * “Well bal- 
anced, thoroughly orthodox.” 


* 7 Big Pages on Every Week’s 
Uniform Lesson 


These seven pages contain the followi 

Printed Scripture; Bible text cxphaen. esson out- 
lined; lesson discussion, factual quiz; Truth for 
daily living, lesson we daily _ fadinss 
“1.2-3-4” teaching plan; everything for the Super- 
intendent. 


SEND ONLY 25¢ FOR SAMPLE 


Order Grade Also ask for Le Frospectss on 
Closely Graded pocnaae, and seagiee and infor- 
mation on U = Lessonsand Weekly papers. 
~2 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, 










Cincinnati 3, Ohio 
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General Church News 


Montreat Conferences 


For 1946 


1. Christian Education Conference: Thursday 
night, June 27, to Monday noon, July 1. 


2. Montreat Leadership School: Tuesday night, 
July 2, to Thursday noon, July 11. 


3. Men’s Council; Superintendents’ Conference; 
Association of Directors of Religious Education; 
Young People’s Council: Friday noon, July 12, 
to Tuesday noon, July 16. 


4. Young People’s Leadership School: Tuesday 
night, July 16, to Tuesday morning, July 23. 


5. Auxiliary Training School: Wednesday, July 
24, to Wednesday noon, July 31. 


6. Home Mission Conference: Thursday night, 
August 1, to Wednesday night, August 7. 


7. Foreign Mission Conference: Thursday morn- 
ing, August 8, to Wednesday night, August 14. 


8. Bible Conference: Thursday morning, Au- 
gust 15, to Sunday night, August 25. 


9. Ministers’ Conference: Sunday, August 18, 
to Friday noon, August 23. 


10. Ministers’ Wives Forum: Monday, August 
19, to Friday noon, August 23. 





RURAL PASTORS’ SCHOOLS 


The annual Town and Country Pastors’ Insti- 
tute will be held at Austin Theologica] Seminary 
on March 4-8. Emphasis will be put upon Chapel 
Year with the slogan, “500 New Presbyterian Sun- 
day Schools”; fourth year of the Advance, “Reach- 
ing every person with Christian teaching”; and 
evangelism. 


The Institute will not be held this year at Co- 
lumbia Seminary due to the lack of accommo- 
dations. Dr. Richards writes: “In other years we 
have had sufficient free space in our dormitory 
to make possible the accommodation of forty visit- 
ing ministers without difficulty. At present, how- 
ever, our dormitory space is crowded to the limit.” 


There will, however, be held an Interdenomi- 
national Rural Pastors’ School at Emory Univer- 
sity near Atlanta, July 1-18. Some ministers may 
plan their vacation so that at the same time they 
may get inspiration and information from some 
of the outstanding national leaders in rural 
church work, among them Dr. Arthur Wentworth 
Hewitt. A limited number of scholarships will be 
available for Presbyterian ministers who serve 
rural pedple. 


Pastors interested in securing scholarships fo; 
the Austin Institute or for the Schoo] at Emory 
should write at once to Dr. Henry W. McLaughlin, 
Director of Country Church and Sunday School 
Extension, Presbyterian Building, 8 North Sixth 
Street, Richmond, Va. 





Visitation Evangelism Campaign 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Following the leadership of her pastor, Dr, 
Henry Edward Russell, on fire with a passion for 
souls, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Montgomery, 
Ala., adopted the Visitation Evangelism Plan for 
reaching the 90 new members on profession which 
is her goal according to Assembly’s quota and for 
bringing into a vital working relationship many 
others whose church membership is in an inactive 
state. 


Some time was spent in preparation. The congre- 
gation was challenged from the pulpit for fervent 
prayer for the undertaking and for assistance in 
compiling the prospect list. Several hundred names 
were secured as prospects given in at the church 
office and gleaned from Sunday School rolls, re- 
ligious census cards of a few months previous 
and f:10m newspaper accounts of newcomers, These 
names with their addresses and some pertinent 
information, were recorded on _ visitation or 
prospect cards and classified for the actual visi- 
tation campaign. About 30 members were selected 
to do the visiting—between 80 and 90 percent of 
whom were men—and were given a series of in- 
struction preliminary to the campaign to train 
them for the work ahead and to give them con- 
fidence in undertaking it. 


The intensive visitation campaign included four 
evenings of one week early in November and the 
procedure was followed as outlined in the Visi 
tation Evangelism Manual. The visitors met at 
the church each evening and were served supper 
at six o’clock by the women of the church. Teams 
were formed—one composed of a husband and 
wife—prospect cards distributed, fina] instruc 
tions given and the teams went out with the 
blessings of a pastor who remained at the church 
to pray for the workers and to greet them on 
their return. 


The visitation period terminated each night 
between 8:30 and 9:00 o’clock and as the workers 
returned each team was eager to relate the inter 
esting experiences in this type of -work which 
most of them had never done before. Without: a2 
exception the visitors were received with eager 
cordiality and some definite commitments wert 
secured each evening for professions of faith snd 
for transfer of church letters, 
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On the “Membership Sunday,” November 11, 
1945, 16 were received and each Sunday since, 
there have been additional ones, making a total 
of 12 by profession and 25 by transfer of church 
letter, or by reaffirmation of faith. 


It will be a continuing effort and it is hoped 
the final figure will exceed the goal. Probably the 
greatest result of all was the awakened conscious- 
ness of the participants to the evangelism re- 
sponsibility of the individual workers and to the 
fact that they can get results and gain a joy in 
the doing of the task. One elder who had never 
shared such an effort before said, ““Why we should 
not do this just ONE week in the year. This work 
should go on all of the time!” How true that is! 
Did not Jesus say to us, “Ye are My witnesses’? 

(Mrs. B. F.) Molly Mack Austin, Alabama 
Synodical President. 


ER 


LeJeune Presbyterian Church Is 
Organized At Miami, Fla. 


Official organization of Le Jeune Presbyterian 
Church took place at a meeting Monday evening, 
January 7, at Kinloch Park Elementary School, 
Miami, Florida. Rev. D. Clyde Bartges is minister 
of the congregation which will continue to hold its 
Sunday school.and worship services at the school 
until plans are formulated for building a church 
on its property at Le Jeune Road and S. W. 
Fourth St. 


William C. Swain, Hugh P. Cline, John P. 
Cochrane and William A, Baldauf were elected 
Elders. Rev. Daniel Iverson of Shenandoah Church, 
Rev. J. C. Pelgrim of Miami Springs Church, Rev. 
C. A. Raymond of Lakeland, Fla., Rev. A. R. Lar- 
rick of Plant City, Fla., and Elder M. J. Heck 
made up the Commission appointed by St. Johns 
Presbytery for organizing this new church. 

There were 20 persons received into the church 
by transfer of their letter, 5 received by re- 
affirmation and 13 were received by profession 
of their faith in Christ. The Le Jeune Sunday 
School has an enrolment of 105. —Clyde Bartges. 





Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C. 


Just closed here a most stimulating and in- 
structive series of meetings on Personal Soul 
Winning. Beginning Sunday night, January 6, for 
four consecutive evenings a large part of our 
congregation, together with invited guests from 
neighboring churches, made an intensive study of 
Personal Evangelism under the leadership of Rev. 
Wade C. Smith. The sessions were helpfully in- 
formal, as those in the audience were invited by 
the speaker from the very start to ask questions 
about any phase of the work. Mn Smith was al- 
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ways ready with answer, and a satisfying one; 
first, from the Bible, and following with illustra- 
tions out of his own rich experience and personal 
observations. Some of these incidents were posi- 
tively thrilling, and bore directly and practically 
upon the point in question. The speaker abundant- 
ly proved his point that soul winning is a normal 
activity for any true Christian, and its processes 
(as for the human effort) so simple that even 
a little child can be, and has been, used by the 
Holy Spirit to do this vital and supremely im- 
portant work. 


Interest developed was so strong that it was re- 
gretted that the series had not been arranged 
for a longer period, and an unusual thing hap- 
pened on the closing night. Some one proposed it, 
and the audience unanimously voted to make it a 
“double header,” staying for more than two hours 
to make that possible. They said we have “double 
headers” in baseball and “double features” in 
the movies; why not in discussions on Personal 
Evangelism? 


As one result of the meetings, officers of the 
church are now planning with the pastor, Rev. 
Wm. P. Jones, to turn the mid-week prayer serv- 
ice into a Personal Work Clinic, until the inspira- 
tion of it can be communicated to the entire con- 
gregation, enlisting a greater number in this su- 
preme mission of the Church—soul winning. 





Memorize The Scripture! 


If you do not personally know the bountiful 
blessings of committing many Bible verses to 
memory, listen to Lady Montgomery, mother of 
General Sir Bernard Montgomery! She writes: “I 
was brought up to learn a verse of the Bible every 
day, and as a consequence I know nearly all the 
Psalms and most of the New Testament by heart; 
and I brought up my children to learn a Bible 
verse every morning before breakfast. England 
and America owe their greatness to the Bible. Let 
us pray that God’s Word may again take its 
rightful place in our hearts and homes! I would 
urge upon all my readers to do your utmost to 
bring the Bible back to the nation. The best way 
to do this is to begin in your own home, and for 
you and your children to learn a verse daily.” 
Why not memorize at least one passage of Scrip- 
ture every day? The Walth¢r League Magazine. 
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General Somervell’s 
Opinion Of Chaplains 


From Headquarters Army Service Forces, Of- 
fice of the Chief of Chaplains, Luther D. Miller, 
has been recently released the following state- 
ment which was made by General Brehon Somer- 
vell, Commanding General, Army Service Forces, 
regarding the work of the chaplains. It will be of 
interest to many persons whose loved ones have 
been helped by chaplains during the last few years. 
Chaplain Miller reported (December 7, 1945), 
that there were 6,845 chaplains on duty; 1,292 
had been returned to civilian life between V-J 
Day and December 1, 1945; 1,281 had received 
1,685 decorations. 


“General Somervell said that living and work- 
ing with the troops, the chaplains furnished one 
of the greatest morale factors in the war. Re- 
ferring to the services of the more than 8,000 
chaplains covering every phase of the duties and 
activities of the soldier, the General went on to 
say: ‘Befure battle and during it, the soldier 
could turn always to his chaplain for strength and 
courage, for the chaplains followed the troops 
wherever they went . . . the wounded received 
help and consolation at the battle-front, collecting 
stations and hospitals; the dead were buried in the 
cloak of their faiths.’ 


“In addition, the report continued, the chaplains 
acted as advisers on religious matters and per- 
sonal problems. ‘Tell it to the chaplain’ was more 
than an army phrase; it was a spiritual and mental 
safety-valve which kept millions of soldiers at 
peace with themselves.’ 


“The Chaplain Corps has distributed, in the 
last year, 8,000,000 copies of Protestant Testa- 
ments, Jewish Scriptures, and the Catholic Version 
of the New Testament, and 1,200,000 hymunals, it 
was revealed; and, with the assistance of the men 
themselves, have built many thousands of chapels 
varying ‘from simple altars in the open to sturdy 
buildings of oak, teak or mahogany.’” 





Have You Wondered About 


Pastor Niemoeller? 


Chaplain Ben L. Rose, one of our Presbyterian 
U. S. chaplains in World War II, has reported an 
interview which he had with Pastor Niemoeller. 
This was published in the December 10, 1945 
issue of Christianity and Crisis, a bi-weekly jour- 
nal of Christian opinions, with an editorial board 
of twelve eminent Christian men and women of 
this country, including Dr. John A. Mackay, presi- 
dent of Princeton Theological Seminary. Chaplain 
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Rose was with the American Army of Occupation 
in Germany at the time of the interview. Certain 
statements will be of interest to those who read 
this paper. 


“Exactly what was the accusation that the Nazis 
had against you? The Nazis, and Hitler himself 
especially, were enraged that I dared to claim a 
public influence of the Church and Christianity 
upon the German people. 


“Why did Hitler not order you to be killed? 
He didn’t dare! He was afraid of the people, for 
he knew it would arouse too much public resent- 
ment. That was at first. As the war went on, I 
think Hitler just forgot about me. 


“Did you ever regret your stand? No, not for 
one moment through all the eight years. 


“What passages of Scripture, or what part of 
your Christian faith meant the most to you while 
you were in prison? The Epistle to the Philip- 
pians, the prophet Jeremiah, and the hymns of 
Paul Gerhart, besides many prayers of the Roman 
Brevarium. 


“Wherein do you feel that your faith was 
changed by your eight years of prison? My faith 
was not changed at all; but what became very 
clear to me was the fact that faith and love spring 
from the same well, and that a weakness of faith 
corresponds to a weakness of love. Another per- 
ception was the matchless power of faith which 
proved itself in the most disheartening situations 
—‘If God be for us, who can be against us?’ 


“Is it true that some of the high ranking Nazis 
were Christians? It is not true. I know of no high 
ranking Nazi who was a Christian. 


“Can it... be said that the Church in Germany 
did not pray for Victory? Naturally there were 
individual pastors who must have done s0, but 
generally it may be said that the Confessional 
Church did not pray for Victory. When I heard 
this I was proud of the Church for I knew it had 
made a stand. 


“Should the German people be punished in any 
wey for the war? The German people have bea 
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punished already by God; its young people, and 
the old ones as well, have died at the front and at 
homes; its cities and towns have been destroyed 
with all their contents; the people are starving, 
how much so the next winter (1945-1946) will 
show; and the hopes and ideals of the whole na- 
tion have been shattered. 


“What then of Goering and the other war 
criminals? By all means Goering and the other 
war criminals must be punished. If you do not do 
it, the German people will. 


“What is the remedy for Germany’s ‘Mili- 
tarism’? Can she be cured of it? How? I think 
that Germany is cured of it for many years to 
come. The rest must be done by Christian edu- 
cation in family and school, and by Christian 
preaching from the pulpit and over the radio, etc. 


“In what way can the American Churches help 
you? There will be no help in inner Church af- 
fairs, as the Church in Germany must find and go 
its way alone. But the Churches in America could 
help by supporting those works of the German 
Churches which are meant to help the people and 
the congregations with food for next winter, if 
it is not yet too late to do so. Most needed is food 
and medicine. 


“Do you think the influence of the Church in 
post-war Germany will differ at all from the in- 
fluence of the Church in pre-war Germany? Yes, 
the Church has learned by now that she holds a 
responsibility for public life, a responsibility which 
she has not seen before. It was due to this blind- 
ness (beside other reasons) that the Church did 
not speak as loudly and as clearly as she should 
have done. For the Church saw very well to what 
end Hitler was leading the German nation, but 
she remained silent because she thought that it 
was not her job or her duty to meddle with politics, 
which certainly was an error and a disastrous one. 
I believe this will never happen again. 


“What are your personal plans for the future? 
As a clergyman my first thought after coming 
home has been to see that I should get a new 
Church job . . . But I have not yet found a real 


and lasting office in a congregation, so I do not 
know.” 
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Five Men Make 
First Jump 


One afternoon recently, in an Army plane over 
Kentucky, five men came face to face with a 
terrifying crisis. Lost over the mountains, running 
out of gas, they knew they would have to jump 
for it. The big question in the minds of these 
men about to join the Caterpillar Club was: 
“Will my chute open?” 


Colonel Lewis Baker Cuyler put his feelings 
of the moment this way: “I can assure you my 
sins and omissions loomed very large. They only 
had the effect of making me sure I was in ne 
position to meet my Maker. My prayers were most 
earnest. I asked Corporal Dorfman (this was his 
first flight) whether he was saying his prayers 
and he said he had been praying for two hours.” 


It is a good thing to be ready for the last 
eventuality. Death does not always threaten us 
spectacularly. but the “grim reaper” has an ap- 
pointment with each one of us. These are the basic 
facts to understand: 


1. Our sins justly condemn us. “All have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). 


2. God because He is absolutely holy must pun- 
ish sin. 


3. Man may be at peace with the God he has 
offended, through the grace of the Son of God, 
who died as a sacrifice for sinners—“Being justi- 
fied by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ’? (Rom. 5:1). 


4. Every man needs to trust in the Saviour 
God’s Son Jesus Christ. Are you ready? 


—The Home Evangel. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





JESUS THE MAN OF PRAYER 


John Henry Strong. Judson Press, 1701-03 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $1.35. 


WHY PRAY 


William Evans, Ph.D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 
$1.50. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S PRAYERS 


Percy R. Heyward. Fleming H. Revel, 158 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


One of the most attractive things about Jesus 
The Man Of Prayer is that it stems from a rich 
Christian experience. The author does not hesitate 
to open his heart to his readers and rehearse the 
many benefits he has derived through prayer. He 
stated that at one period in his life he was stalled 
in naturalism, and the chain of normal sequences 
and cosmic regularities controlled his thinking. 
At this time God came into his thinking and he 
confessed, “But when by God’s grace I was en- 
abled to know Him, the limitations described by 
the lower structural order of things ceased to 
dominate. I found myself in a universe of person- 
alities and personality has its own laws and regu- 
larities—laws of will, of relationship, of harmony 
and of response.” He saw, like the prophet, the 
spirit in the wheels guiding them, checking them, 
perchance even halting them—in any event 
gloriously using them for the fulfilling of the 
prayers of the Saints and accomplishing the pur- 
poses of God. He came to realize that there is a 
supernatural world, the world of supersensible 
fact, into which we make incursions by love, faith 
and prayer and in whose treasures we share by the 
payment of a spiritual price. 


In a notable chapter on “Prayer and Life De- 
mands” Dr. Strong related that during his boy- 
hood he had a serious illness which left him with 
ravaged nerves. After he began his ministry he 
was often exhausted after a morning service and 
unable to contemplate a service for the evening of 
that day. At this point he began to claim the 
promises of God in prayer and his weariness van- 
ished. His testimony is: “The thing promised has 
passed into me. I have stood up, met my appoint- 
ment and ended the day with wonder, thanksgiving 
and praise.” 


This is a remarkable book from many stand- 
points. We admire its clarity, sincerity and earnest- 
ness. It is filled with both illumination and in- 
spiration. From it we learn the vital truth that 
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prayer is fundamental rather than supplemental, 
There is a fresh charm about this book that wil] 
delight any Christian reader. 


Dr. Evans, a well-known Bible teacher, wrote 
Why Pray especially to reach youth. His purpose 
was to produce a book in which young people 
could find both an incentive and help to prayer, 
He is persuaded that prayer needs practice more 
than proof. With true insight he wrote, “Men 
would not have prayed since the creation if there 
had been nothing in it. Nor would untold millions 
of people throughout the centuries that have borne 
witness to the fact that God answers prayer if 
there were nothing in it.” There are five chapters 
in this book and they discuss in a helpful manner, 
“The Importance and Necessity of Prayer,” “What 
Is Prayer?”, “The Possibility of Prayer,” “What 
Prayer Can Do,” “Helps and Hindrances of 
Prayer.” One of the things we like about this book 
is that it emphasizes the thought that prayer is 
linked with the sacrificial] work of Jesus Christ, 
He stresses the message of the Epistle to the He. 
brews that we can enter boldly into the holy place 
only by the blood of Jesus. On this point he wrote, 
“It is because of the death of Christ, which re- 
moves the barrier that stood between God and 
us so that He could consistently hear and answer 
our prayers, that He can now hear and answer the 
petitions of His children.” Again he added, “It 
is because of what Jesus Christ has done for man 
on the Cross that believers enjoy a greater blessing 
than even the high priest in the Old Testament 
economy did, for he went into the Most Holy 
Place only, which was but a type of the very 
presence of God, but believers now are admitted 
into the very presence of God. No longer is there 
any barrier cast up between the believer and God. 
The veil of the temple has been rent in twain... 
Thus prayer has become a real and tremendous 
possibility because of the finished work of the 
Saviour on the Cross of Calvary.” 


One of the best chapters in the book is on 
“Helps and Hindrances of Prayer.’’ While there 
is nothing especially new in this chapter, it does 
constrain us to search our hearts that we may 
pray more effectively. 


Young People’s Prayers by Hayward is also pre- 
pared especially for young people. It contains 
seventy-five “petitions” giving expression to the 
thoughts, feelings and desires of youth. It may be 
used as a book of private devotions. The thoughts 
in this book are beautifully expressed but it has 
one serious weakness. It ignores in many of these 
prayers the mediatorial work of Christ. The author 
should read Why Pray by Dr. Evans on this point. 
Perhaps a better title for this book would be 
Young People’s Aspirations rather than Young 
People’s Prayers. —John R. Richardson. 
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the with one hand he denies the authority of the Word 
of God over the Church while with the other he 
affirms it. We agree that the Word and the Spirit 


For our enlightenment, Dr. Smith begins his 
message with a technical discussion of the bomb. 
Then he calls attention to the prophecy in the 
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Bible—by using the ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES, 
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life-building lessons thot will do much to help you 
glerity God thru sound teaching methods. The 





° e 


property filled out, will bring you a complete set of 
somple lessons. Send it In todey, won't you? 


SE YN 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


AMERICAN 


says Superintend- A 
Church Suess goo 





Feb. 1, 1948 


SPEAK 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


A Sicmenth. Sure, Slain 
ABGS LESSONS BES 


goon *i.iSlcomb of the St. Paul's Union 
_ which averages an attendance of 350, 
THe gtd 

Sr ver America today other Sunday Schools are finding ALL BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES their first choice of Sunday School lesson material. Now, 
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departments, including the Nursery, with outstanding success. 


like so many other churches, uses these lessons in all 


This is the first in a series of messages about Sunday Schools which ore 
using the ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIES thruout. 
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P.S. Also send me your new 1946 Free “Book of Helps” Cotelog 4 
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M 0 R E F h h T 5, ana your ALL BIBLE GRADED SERIE 
f Sunday School } 
P L E A § fl auins aaa aia 
OC Nursery Obes Ort Os C Inter 0 
Enclosed find 10¢ to cover cost of mailing samples. 
Name. 
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